City of Marine City
Dangerous Building Board of Appeals
January 4, 2023

A regular meeting of the Dangerous Building Board of Appeals was held on Wednesday, January 4, 2023 at 260 S. Parker Street, Marine City, MI 48039 and was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chairperson Graham Allan.

Present:  Chairperson Graham Allan, Board Members Jacob Bryson, James Turner, John Paulun; Building Official Tracy Kallek; City Manager Holly Tatman; City Clerk Shannon Adams

Also Present: City Attorney Robert Davis

Approve Agenda
Motion by Board Member Turner, seconded by Board Member Paulun, to approve the Agenda.   All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Presentation
City Attorney Robert Davis made an educational presentation related to the role and powers of the Dangerous Building Board of Appeals with reference to an Opinion he drafted outlining the process the Board was to follow. 

Public Comment
None.

Approve Minutes
Motion by Board Member Turner, seconded by Board Member Bryson, to approve the Minutes of the Dangerous Building Board of Appeals Meeting of October 5, 2022. All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Unfinished Business

610 Bruce Street
City Clerk Adams reported she had been in contact with Kathy Wozniak, the realtor handling the matters related to the property on behalf of Fannie Mae, the owners of the property. She reported that upon returning to the office after the New Year holiday, she had received a copy of a demolition permit for S.A. Torrello to demolish the property and, from her discussion with Ms. Wozniak, she learned there was an intent to replace the sidewalks on the property in Spring 2023. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion by Board Member Bryson, seconded by Board Member Paulun, to set the matter aside until April 5, 2023 meeting at which time a status report will be requested from the property owner. All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

521 Washington
City Clerk Adams reported that she had been in consistent contact with the next-of-kin of the deceased property owner, Kevin Cole. She stated that they were working with Easter Law of Port Huron and were waiting on being named personal representatives of the estate and their letters of authority to address the interior of the home. She stated that she had been provided with photographs of the exterior of the home and great progress had been made, transforming the grounds of the property from what looked like a jungle to a neat, tidy yard. The photographs also showed that the junk cars had been removed from the property. She informed the board that the next-of-kin indicated there were local residents who were keeping an eye on the property for them and would make sure the sidewalks were cleared of snow and ice through the winter and that they expected to address the interior condition of the home in approximately March of 2023. 

Motion by Board Member Allan, seconded by Chairperson Turner, to obtain a status update from the personal representatives of the estate for the April 5, 2023 meeting. All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Public Hearing

135 N. Sixth Street
Building Official Tracy Kallek reported that the property had been on the agenda since July at which time he was supposed to be invited into the property within 10 days of the meeting to assess the condition of the inside of the home. Instead, a letter was received by the City from the property owner, Dominic Breloski, stating he would be demolishing the structure on the property. Building Official Kallek stated he had given Mr. Breloski some guidance related to the demolition process, but that Mr. Breloski indicated a desire to hire 2 different contractors, one to disconnect the water and sewer and one to take the house down, which was unnecessarily time consuming; that one contractor could handle both tasks at the same time. He recommended the structure be demolished, on the City’s timeline if necessary. 

Motion by Board Member Bryson, seconded by Board Member Paulun, to open the Public Hearing regarding 135 N. Sixth Street at 6:35 P.M. All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Joe Treadway, son of the property owner, spoke on behalf of Mr. Breloski and the property at 135 N. Sixth Street. He indicated Building Official Kallek informed them the building was unsafe, despite not being inside and that the property was unoccupied. He stated his opinion that the issues that Building Official Kallek reported as unsafe had been addressed. He stated that he and Mr. Breloski had evaluated the situation related to the house and decided to move forward with demolition, and that the natural gas and electrical services had been abandoned, and that the water and sewer service had also been disconnected. Mr. Treadway stated that he and Mr. Breloski were in the process of taking bids to have the home demolished. 

Dominic Breloski, the property owner, stated he decided to demolish the house, but had been delayed the contractor who had been hired to disconnect the water and sewer service had lost his father. He indicated he had sent a letter to the City Clerk advising that he had the gas and electric company disconnected. (Following this statement, he handed copies of the disconnect letters from DTE and Semco to the City Clerk which were dated August 2022.) He assured the Board he would have the house demolished but stated the process takes time and money and indicated he had gotten three estimates. He advised he would like to remove the things that he had recently installed in the house and listed the furnace, hot water heater, 2 doors, the aluminum siding, and suggested he wanted to tear off the new roof. 

Chairperson Allan closed the Public Hearing at 6:45 p.m. 

City Clerk Adams reminded the Board of the timeline since the matter first came before them in July which included a failure by Mr. Breloski to arrange a walk-through of the structure with Building Official Kallek to assess the property, then, once he sent his letter indicating his desire to demolish the structure, there had been a failure to provide the City with the letters of proof of disconnect of services from DTE and Semco, or to prove his contract with his chosen demolition contractor despite several requests to do so. And there had been a significant delay in getting the water and sewer disconnected, despite DPW Superintendent Itrich having marked the lines and explained the process at least twice. 

Chairperson Allan inquired of Mr. Breloski how long it would take him to remove the items he desired to keep out of the home. Mr. Breloski stated 30 days which included the furnace, hot water heater, 2 doors, and anything additional he determines of value, and that the siding and roof would come off immediately before the demolition. 

Board Member Turner inquired when Mr. Breloski had received his estimates for demolition. Mr. Breloski replied he had just received the estimates. Board Member Turner inquired how soon he would select one of those three estimates and get the job scheduled. Mr. Breloski suggested May of 2023. Mr. Treadway interjected that the sewer and water had just been disconnected the previous week and they had additional bids they were taking on the job and once they had those bids and had selected one, they would provide the City with that information. 

Motion by Board Member Paulun, seconded by Board Member Bryson that prior to the next scheduled meeting on April 5, 2023 that Mr. Breloski is to remove all desired contents, to select a licensed and insured contractor for demolition, and prior to that demolition to obtain a demolition permit from the City; and that the structure of the house will be demolished by May 1, 2023. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Allan, Bryson, Paulun, Turner. Nays: None. Motion Carried. 

Public Hearing

172 Bruce Street
City Attorney Davis inquired if the property owner was notified of the hearing. City Clerk Adams reported she had sent notice via certified mail to the property owner and that upon checking the tracking number for the certified letter, she learned delivery had been attempted twice and had been refused twice, once on December 21 and again on December 23. Building Official Kallek reported that he had posted proper and timely notice on the door at the subject address of 172 Bruce Street. 

Motion by Chairperson Allan, seconded by Board Member Paulun, to open the Public Hearing regarding 172 Bruce Street at 7:11 P.M. All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Noted for purposes of the record: Property owner of record Jennifer Kinnie was not in attendance nor did anyone appear on her behalf as her appointed representative related to this matter. 

Chairperson Allan closed the Public Hearing at 7:11 P.M.

Building Official Kallek reported he had conversations with Ms. Kinnie related to the importance of a home being dry and thereby requiring a roof that prevents water from coming in. She had previously been asked to prove a quote by a roofing contractor, however had not specifically been ordered to hire that contractor and have the roof put on. He indicated the roof was in terrible shape, there were inadequate stairs leading up to the front door. He stated one set of stairs had since been removed and the guard rail was left off. The remaining stairs permitting front door access, in his judgment, would not support his weight, thus presenting a danger to anyone attempting to gain ingress to or egress from the property. Building Official Kallek reported additional concerns related to penetrations into the building that needed to be repaired to stop entry by vermin which including but was not limited to riding the home of vermin, then fixing holes, caulking, and also painting of the exterior of the home.

Motion by Chairperson Allan, seconded by Board Member Bryson, noting that the owner has continued to ignore the status of her property allowing further deterioration to continue with no meaningful progress to remedy the dangerous conditions, that by the April 5, 2023 meeting, the owner is hereby required to fix the following things with full compliance with City Ordinances, State Building Code and necessary permitting to make the property safe: have a new roof put on the home, replace any and all stairs that currently exist to the porch, replace the guard rail(s), rid the home of vermin by making repairs to the exterior of the home as necessary to accomplish this task, and to paint/caulk the exterior of the home. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Allan, Bryson, Paulun, Turner. Nays: None. Motion Carried. 
 
New Business

None.

Adjournment

Motion by Board Member Paulun, seconded by Board Member Turner, to adjourn at 7:20pm.  All Ayes. Motion Carried.
							Respectfully submitted,


							Shannon M. Adams
							City Clerk
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